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Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how many times
must | forgive my brother or sister who sins against mee As many as
seven timese” "I tell you, not as many as seven,” Jesus replied, "but
seventy times seven. “For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can
be compared to a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began to settle accounts, one who owed ten
thousand talents was brought before him. Since he did not have
the money to pay it back, his master commanded that he, his
wife, his children, and everything he had be sold to pay the debt.
“At this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, ‘Be patient
with me, and | will pay you everything.’ Then the master of that
servant had compassion, released him, and forgave him the loan.
“That servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him, started choking
him, and said, ‘Pay what you owe!’ "“At this, his fellow servant fell
down and began begging him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay
you back.’ But he wasn't willing. Instead, he went and threw him
info prison until he could pay what was owed. When the other
servants saw what had taken place, they were deeply distressed
and went and reported fo their master everything that had
happened. Then, after he had summoned him, his master said to
him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you
begged me. Shouldn't you also have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as | had mercy on you?’' And because he was angry, his
master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured until he could
pay everything that was owed. So also my heavenly Father will do
fo you unless every one of you forgives his brother or sister from
your heart.” - Matthew 18:21-35

We are commanded to forgive

because God has forgiven us

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”
- Acts 7:60 (Stephen’s final words)

Two Truths About Forgiveness:

1) Forgiveness is a choice that must often be made

over.

2) The Holy Spirit can change our heart.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom...
- Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 9:10

...l tell you: Don't worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life
more than food and the body more than clothing? Consider the
birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or gather into barns, yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than
they2 Can any of you add one moment to his life span by
worrying? And why do you worry about clothesé Observe how the
wildflowers of the field grow: They don’t labor or spin thread. Yet |
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like
one of these. If that’s how God clothes the grass of the field, which
is here today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, won't he do
much more for you - you of little faithg So don’t worry, saying,
‘What will we eate’ or ‘What will we drink2’ or ‘What will we weare’
For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for
you. - Matthew 6:25-33

Those who live in the fear of the Lord will be

encouraged by the




