Matthew 23:25-28
Problem Solving

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and
cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit,
whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
- John 7:37-39

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed
and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of
the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within
are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also
outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.”- Matthew 23:25-28

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you,
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us. - 1 John 1:5-10

Key Points:
1. Identify the source of humanity’s problems
2. Highlight humanity’s feeble attempts to fix our problems
3. The solution to humanity’s problems
4. Troubleshoot what to do when the problem is still there
And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a
person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.”
...Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into
the stomach and is expelled? But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the
heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person. But to
eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.
- Matthew 15:10-11; 17-20

